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THE AFRICAN YOUTH CHAMPIONSHIP

1. Title - Trophy

Article 1.

1 CAF organises every two years a competition called "African Youth Champi-
onship" open to the youth representative teams of African Associations affiliat-
ed to CAF, one team per Association.

2 The African Youth Championship is at the same time a qualifying tournament  for
the Final Round of the World Youth Championship organised by FIFA. 

3 The winner of the Championship will be awarded the  African Youth Cup, Trophy
Ydnekatchew Tessema, late President of CAF. The trophy is the property of CAF
and it shall be held by the National Association winning the Championship. It
shall be returned to CAF two months before the opening date of the following
final tournament. The team which will have won the Championship three times
will be given the trophy for keeps.

4 If for any reason whatsoever the competition should cease to be held, the Tro-
phy must be returned to CAF.

5 The winning team in the Final shall receive 20 gold medals, the team losing the
Final shall receive 20 silver medals and the team qualifying for the third place
20 bronze medals.

6 The medals shall be supplied by the National Association organising the Final
Tournament.

7 A Fair-Play Trophy shall be created to reward the team which will have shown
the best sporting spirit and fair-play during the Final Tournament.
The Statutes and Rules Committee shall prepare special Rules in this respect.

8 Any person, physical or moral, who wishes to present a prize or an award to a
player or to teams on the occasion of CAF competitions, must formulate a
request to CAF at  least 15 days before the date of the competition. The agree-
ment of CAF in this respect  is a pre-requisite to any prize presentation.

9 The players and teams of Member Associations who take part in CAF competi-
tions cannot under any circumstance, receive prizes or awards without the
authorization of CAF, except those originating from their clubs or associations.
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II. Entries

Article 2

An Association wishing to participate in the Competition shall send to CAF Sec-
retariat an application for participation. The application must reach the Secretari-
at before November 30 of the year preceding the new competition. The application
may also be sent by a cable, fax or telex which must reach the Secretariat before
the 30th of November of the year preceeding the new competition. In this case it
must be confirmed by a registered letter.

The application must include the colours of the team and their arrangement  as
well as the reserve colours. The special form provided by CAF will be used in this
respect. The application which is not in conformity with these stipulations shall be
rejected.

The Association organising the Final Tournament, is automatically admitted.

III. Form and Organisation of the Competition

Article 3

The Competition shall consist of two main sections:

A) The Preliminary Tournament
B) The Final Tournament

A) The Preliminary Tournament

Article 4

The pairing of teams shall be elaborated by the Organising Committee taking into
consideration, as much as possible, the sporting, geographical and economic condi-
tions.

Article 5

1 Each team shall play against its opponent one match home and one match away.
The team which will have scored a higher aggregate number of goals in the two
matches shall be qualified for the next round.

2 If, after the end of the regular time of the second match, the two teams have
scored the same number of goals during the two matches, the team which will
have scored the greatest  number of away goals will be qualified for the next
round.
If the number of the away goals is the same, or if the results of the  two match-
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es are nil, the winner will be determined by the taking of kicks from the penal-
ty mark carried out by each team in conformity to the recommendations of the
International Board. The team which will score the greatest number of goals will
be qualified.

3 The Host Association is entitled to play its home match in the capital of the
country or any other city. In the latter case, the transport expenses of the vis-
iting team from the capital to the city designated for the playing of the match
and back, shall be borne by the  Host  Association.

4 If the distance between the capital city and the venue of the match is superior
to 200 kms, the Host Association shall provide the visitors with an airplane trans-
port to the venue of the match and back. If this  is  not  possible, the match
shall be played in the capital city.

5 By agreement  between the two Associations concerned, the two matches  may
be played in the same country.

6 The matches may be played in daylight or under floodlight.

7 In case of using artificial turf, the visiting team shall have the right to two train-
ing sessions on the playing ground, one of which at least  shall take place at the
time fixed for kick-off. If watering is technically indispensable, it must be made
8 hours at least before kick-off. The match referee and commissioner must see
to it that these instructions are observed.

8 The matches shall be played in accordance with the laws decided by the Inter-
national F.A. Board and promulgated by FIFA.

9 Each match will last 2x45 minutes.

10 The venue, the  date (Friday, Saturday or Sunday) and the kick-off time for the
match shall be determined by the Host Association. The latter shall inform the
CAF Secretariat, the opponent, the match commissioner and the referees at
least ten days before the match. Once this has been done, neither the venue nor
the date nor the kick-off time of the match can be changed unless a written
agreement signed by the two teams and sent to CAF is concluded.

11 The National Association to which the visiting team belongs must inform the
Organising Association of the date of arrival of its team in the capital city of the
Organising Country. This information must  reach the Organisors one week
before the date of the match at the latest. Defaulting Associations shall pay a
fine of 200$.

12 The matches cannot start before 14 hours and not after 22 hours.
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13 When the stadium of the capital is suspended and the National Association is
compelled to play its match in the stadium of another city the following should
be respected:

1. Satisfactory transport  means  should be put at  the disposal of the visiting
team, the referees and the commissioner, either by air or by road in confor-
mity with the regulations,

2. The travel should be made on the eve of the match at the latest and at a rea-
sonable hour of the day, except if visiting teams arrive late,

3. Commissioners and referees should see to it that these instructions are car-
ried out by the organising country.

14 Countries in a state of war or victims of a civil war, and in which the internal sit-
uation does not allow the organisation of CAF matches shall be dealt with as fol-
lows:

a)  If the first leg match is to be played outside the country at war, then the
opponent which will play host for the first leg, shall take the necessary mea-
sures for the organisation of the match (invitation of the match referee and
commissioner).
If the visiting team shows up, only one match shall be played. In case of a
draw match at the end of regular time, the winner shall be immediately
determined by taking of kicks from the penalty mark.
If the visiting team does not show up, he match officials will register the for-
feit and the team which has not shown up for the game shall be eliminated
from the competition.

b) If the first leg match is to be played in the country at war, and consequently
the opponents and the match referees and commissioner cannot reach the
venue of the match, then the match will be played in 1 leg only on the oppo-
nent's ground, as per the provisions of para a above.

Article 6

1 a) The participating Associations must play all the matches of the Preliminary
Tournament. In case of default, they shall be responsible for the financial and
other consequences to be decided by the Organising Committee.

b) A team withdrawing or renouncing to play the second leg match after having
played the first leg at  home, shall refund the opponent a sum equivalent to
the receipts which it could have realized if the match was  played. This amount
shall be determined by the Organising Committee on the average receipts
declared by the concerned Association on the occasion of CAF matches.

2 Each National Association organising a match shall make sure that the following
reports reach CAF Secretariat in the following delays of time:
a) The Yellow Sheet, 15 days at the latest after the match
b) The Pink Receipt Form, 30 days at the latest after the match.
Every single day exceeding the date limit entails the payment to CAF of a fine
of $12 (twelve US dollars) per day, by the defaulting Association.
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3 Delays exceeding 60 days from those stipulated for in para 2 of this article, shall
entail the suspension of the defaulting Association from all CAF activities.
This suspension will be automatically lifted as soon as the missing reports reach
the Secretariat and the fines provided for in the preceding paragraph are paid
to CAF.

Article 7

1 After the grouping of the teams, a drawing of lots carried out by the Organising
Committee  will determine the order and the venues of the matches. The coun-
try whose name is drawn first will play the second leg at home.

2 The fixtures shall include the following:
- The number of the match
- The names of the playing countries
- The venue of the match
- The country designated to delegate the referees or the names of the referees
- The match commissioner's name and country
- The week-end fixed for the matches (Friday, Saturday, Sunday).

3 The matches are played strictly in the order established by the organising Com-
mittee.
The dates fixed by the Committee are final and cannot be changed except in
case of force majeure recognized as such by the said Committee.

4 The financial and other conditions of the matches (reception, accommodation,
lodging, training and transportation facilities, etc..) shall be determined by the
Associations concerned who shall inform the Secretariat of the Confederation of
their arrangements by registered letter to be dispatched thirty days before the
date scheduled for each match. In case of disagreement, reference will be made
to articles 18 and 45 of these regulations. Nevertheless, the following minimum
conditions should be respected:
a) Reception at the Airport: A Committee formed of the officials of the Host

Association must meet the visiting delegation at the airport and must provide
all possible facilities of formalities. One official of the Host Association, who
preferably speaks the language of the visiting delegation, will be at the dis-
posal of the visiting delegation and will act as liaison officer between the two
Associations.

b) Transport Facilities: One bus for the players and one car for the officials will
be put at the disposal of the visiting team from the time of their arrival to
that of their departure. Any additional vehicles are subject to an early agree-
ment between the two Associations.

c) Accommodation: Accommodation will be provided in First  Class Hotels for
the visiting delegation, one air-conditioned room with two beds and a bath
for every two players and one single air-conditioned room with bath for each
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official except in countries where air conditioners are not used. Officials and
players of the visiting delegation are to be accommodated in the same hotel.
The Host Association shall be responsible for rooms and regular meals pre-
pared to fit the sportsmen diet. No Organising Association is obliged to host
more than 25 persons.
In case a visiting team refuses to stay in the hotel reserved by the hosts and
changes the hotel on its own initiative while the match commissioner
declares that the hotel reserved by the hosts meets all the conditions
required by CAF, this delegation will have to pay the full board accommoda-
tion expenses of its delegation in the new hotel.

d) Training Facilities: A playing ground shall be provided for the training of the
visiting team and shall be put at their disposal for all their stay and at all
times. The field on which the match itself will be played must be put at the
disposal of the visiting team for at least one training session at the time fixed
for kick-off. 

e) Security Measures: The police service of the Host Association must ensure the
security of the visiting delegation as well as the referees designated to offi-
ciate the match. It must prohibit any invasion of the field and any attack
against the players or the officials.

f) Seeing the visiting team off: Officials of the Host  Association will see the vis-
iting team off and will facilitate all formalities for it. 

5 Conflicts on the financial conditions and others shall be decided upon by the
Organising Committee of CAF  whose decision shall be binding and final (see Art.
45 para 1).

6 In case of a clash of dates between CAF matches and other matches organised
on a regional, sub-regional basis or matches organised on special occasions, pri-
ority shall be given to the matches of C.A.F.

7 If the referee is forced to stop the match because of darkness before the end of
the regular time, and if a delay of the kick off time is the cause for it, the team
of the Host Association will be considered loser and will be eliminated from the
Competition.

8 If the match is interrupted before the end of the regular time because of dark-
ness and if the visiting team is the cause for it except in cases of force majeure,
the latter shall be considered loser and shall be eliminated from the competi-
tion.

9 If the referee is forced to stop the match because of invasion of the field or
aggression against the visiting team, the host team shall be considered loser and
shall be eliminated from the Competition.

10 If the match is stopped before the end of the regular time for reasons of force
majeure to be decided upon by the referee, the match is to be replayed 48 hours
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later at the same venue. 
If the two teams agree, the match may be replayed 24 hours later on the same
ground and with the same referees.
All disciplinary measures (caution or expulsion) pronounced during a match
stopped before the end of regular time, shall be maintained.

11 For nocturnal matches, if the match is interrupted because of darkness follow-
ing a failure of electricity, the referee shall wait for 45 minutes and then signal
the end of the game.
The failure of electricity cannot be considered as a case of force majeure unless
the score (taking the two legs into consideration if it is a second leg) is not in
favour of the visiting team.  In this case, the match is to be replayed 24 or 48
hours later.  If the score (taking the two legs into consideration if it is a second
leg) is in favour of the visiting team, the host team will be declared loser.

12 Where any Host  Association does not provide the visiting team, the commis-
sioner or the referee  and his Assistants with the facilities named herein, such
Association will refund the expenses incurred by the visiting team, commission-
er, referee and Assistants, and the Organising Committee will penalize such
Association in any manner it deems appropriate.

Article 8

1 A commissioner designated by the Organising Committee, chosen according to
Article 11-G of the Statutes, must be present at each match. Upon the receipt
of the notification, he shall confirm acceptance of his appointment to CAF.
a) The Commissioner is the official representative of CAF who attends the

match. In this capacity, he is entitled to a place in the first row of the Tri-
bune.

b) If a presentation of the teams to the authorities  is  planned on the  program,
the CAF commissioner must accompany the guest of honour. He shall present
the referees and the captains of the two teams to the guest of honour.

c) On the eve of the match or in the morning of the day of the match, the com-
missioner must convene a meeting of the officials of both teams with the ref-
erees designated for the match. This will be a consultative meeting aimed at
underlining and clarifying the main points of the Rules governing the Compe-
tition. He will ensure the fulfillment of all conditions necessary for the regu-
larity of the match (control service, stay of the referees and the visiting
team, proper qualification of the referees on the FIFA List, the players' pass-
ports). In the absence of the referees designated by CAF, the commissioner
will have the match played in conformity with the provisions of the Rules. No
Minutes will be taken of this consultative meeting. Any protest will be noted
by the commissioner in his report.

d) In the absence of the match commissioner, the referee designated to offici-
ate the match will preside over the meeting stipulated for in the above-men-
tioned para (c).
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e) The commissioner will attend the pre-match formalities in the dressing
rooms. He may, if he deems it necessary, go back to the dressing rooms dur-
ing the half-time recess or after the match.

f) The responsibility of ascertaining the regularity of the field's dimensions and
practicability and of ascertaining the regular strength of the electric lights
for nocturnal matches is exclusively that of the referee. The referee and the
assistants are the only persons to control all procedures concerning the sub-
stitution of players during the match. 

g) The match commissioner may, if he deems it  necessary for the security of the
referees or the visiting team, decide not  to have the match played until his
conditions and instructions are carried out. But once the match is started, it
is exclusively the prerogative of the referee to suspend the match for any of
the reasons stipulated in Law 5 of the Laws of the Game.

h) If any protest concerning one of the Articles of the Rules is submitted by one
of the two teams to the  commissioner, he must  try to reconcile conflicting
points of view within the framework of the Rules of the Competition. If, how-
ever, he does not succeed, he will register the protest on the appropriate
forms. In all cases, the match will be played in accordance with the provi-
sions of the Rules according to the interpretation given by the match com-
missioner.

i) The commissioner will observe the match in all its aspects: performance of the
referees, behaviour of the public, eventual incidents, etc...
He will send in the 48 hours following the match a detailed report to CAF Sec-
retariat, indicating-among other things - if the match was televised live and
if any protest was lodged by the teams in accordance with Article 19 and 20
of these Rules. In case the match commissioner is absent, this duty will be
incumbent upon the referee.

j) The match Commissioner must send to CAF Secretariat, by the most expedi-
tious means, the result of the match immediately after the end of the match.

k) If later on, the commissioners are prevented by one reason or the other, from
attending, they must inform CAF by cable, fax or telex in time for the Secre-
tariat to provide a replacement. In cases of force majeure at the very last
minute, the commissioner must send by cable, fax or telex his apologies both
to the Secretariat and the Host Country.

2 The Host Association must inform the designated commissioner of the date,
venue and kick-off time of the match within the date limits stipulated by the
Rules. It must organise his trip, his stay and will put at his disposal a car from
the day of his arrival until his departure. It must send him an open air passage
ticket and ensure that he receives his ticket at least 14 days before the match.
If in this delay, the commissioner does not receive his air-plane ticket, he will
be authorized to pay his ticket and to travel to the venue of the  match. In this
case, the Host Association must pay to CAF a fine equivalent to double the price
of the commissioner's air-plane ticket.
The Host Association shall bear his travel expenses tourist class both ways,
sojourn expenses as well as daily indemnity equal to the indemnity fixed by CAF
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and payable on the day of his arrival. 
A first class air-plane ticket shall be sent to CAF President, Honorary President
and Vice-Presidents whenever they are appointed as match commissioners.

3 The absence of the commissioner cannot constitute an obstacle to the  playing
of the matches at the scheduled date and time.
The commissioner cannot be replaced except by decision of the CAF and in such
circumstances the Organising Committee's decisions shall be based on the refer-
ee's report.

4 If the absence of the commissioner is due to a failure on behalf of the Host Asso-
ciation:

a) No protest raised by the Host Association shall be taken into consideration.
b) The Host Association shall pay a fine equivalent to the double of the price of

the air passage ticket of the commissioner without prejudice  to subsequent
sanctions which can be imposed upon it.

Matches on neutral ground

Article 9

1 The matches on neutral ground are  only possible if they meet the following con-
ditions:

a) They must be agreed upon by the Associations concerned.
b) Or by decision of CAF Organising Committee in case of force majeure.

This decision of the Organising Committee shall be final and without appeal.

2 In case an agreement was reached or a decision taken for a match to be played
on neutral ground, only one match shall be played with eventual extra-time and
if necessary kicks from the penalty marks to determine the winner.

B) The Final Tournament

Article 10

Eight teams shall be qualified for the Final Tournament which shall take place in 2007.
1 The team of the Organising Association is automatically qualified.

2 The seven other representative teams called to participate in the Final Tourna-
ment shall qualify through the Preliminary Tournament matches.

3 The National Associations qualified to participate in the Final Tournament must
confirm, in writing, to the Secretariat of the Confederation, their participation
three months before the opening date of the tournament. 
They must also reconfirm their participation at least 15 days before the opening
day of the final tournament. After this dead-line, the organising committee
reserves the right to take the appropriate measures.

4 The matches of the Final Tournament  must be played in the territory of the
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Organising Association.

5 The dates and venues of the Final Tournament matches shall be fixed by the
Organising Committee after having learnt the view of the Organising Association,
allowing each team to have a minimum break of 48 hours between each 2
matches.

6 The kick-off time of the matches shall be fixed by the Organising Committee.
The teams must be present in the dressing rooms one hour at least before kick-
off time. They must have with them the passports of the 18 players selected to
take part in the match.

First Round of the Final Tournament

Article 11

1 Two groups A and B, each of four teams, shall be formed. The first shall include
the Organising Country's team and the second shall include the holder of the Cup
in case it qualifies or the team having obtained the best classification in the pre-
vious tournament. The other teams of each group shall be designated by a pub-
lic drawing of lots during which representatives of the participating teams shall
be invited to attend. The failure on the part of such representatives to be pre-
sent shall not debar the Committee from proceeding with the drawing of lots at
the scheduled date.

2 This public drawing of lots shall be carried out at least four months before the
start of the Final Tournament.

3 The matches of the groups shall be played in accordance with the fixtures estab-
lished by the Organising Committee. For the matches of each group, the fol-
lowing points shall be granted:

3 points for the winner
1 point for a draw
0 point for the loser

4 In case of equality of points between two teams at the end of the group match-
es, the classification of the teams shall be established according to the best goal
difference. If the goal difference is not decisive, we shall take into considera-
tion the greatest number of goals scored. If the number of goals scored does not
determine the winner, then the particular goal average, i.e. the result of the
match played between the two teams concerned, shall be taken into consider-
ation. If the particular goal average does not determine the winner, the Organ-
ising Commission of the group concerned shall proceed to a drawing of lots in
order to establish the final classification of the group. If the number of teams
which have equal points is greater than two, the particular goal average shall
not be taken into consideration and the drawing of lots shall be carried out if
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the goal difference as well as the number of goals scored do not determine the
winner.

Second Round of the Final Tournament

Article 12

1 At the conclusion of the matches of both groups, the first and second of each
group shall be qualified for the semi-finals. The first of group A shall meet the
second of group B, and the first of group B shall meet the second of group A.
The teams which shall be classified first in each group shall play the semi-finals
on the ground where they played to qualify. The semi-final matches shall be
played in accordance with the Cup system, by direct elimination of the loser. An
extra time of 2 X 15 minutes shall be played in case of a draw match after the
regular time. If after the extra time the result is not decisive, the winner shall
be determined by taking kicks from the penalty mark.

2 The losers of the semi-finals shall play a match for the third place. In case of a
draw after the end of regular time, the winner shall be determined by the tak-
ing of kicks from the penalty mark.

3 The Final shall be played between the winners of the semi-finals. In case of
draw match after the regular time, an extra-time of 2 X 15 minutes shall be
played. If after the extra time the result is still a draw, kicks will be taken from
the penalty mark to determine the winner.

4 The matches may be played in daylight or under flood-light.

Article 13

For the final tournament, CAF Organising Committee will reside in the Organis-
ing Country to supervise the matches. A representative from CAF Referee's Com-
mittee will sit in on the Organising Committee with no voting rights.

The Committee will designate one of its members to officiate as Commissioner
for each of the matches.

The Committee will draft and issue a communique after each match on the same
day it is played; this will be distributed to all the teams.

IV. Withdrawals, Penalty for Refusal to Play, Replacement 

Article 14

1 An association withdrawing after the drawing of the fixtures will pay a fine of
500$.

2 An association withdrawing after the opening date of the Preliminary Tourna-
ment shall be liable to a fine of 1000$. A compensation to be determined by the
Organising Committee might also be imposed.
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3 A National Association having qualified for the Final Tournament and withdraw-
ing 45 days or more before the date of the beginning of the Final Tournament
shall be subject to a fine of 2000$ as well as suspension from the next edition
of the African Youth Championship (or U-17). A compensation to be determined
by the Organising Committee might also be imposed.

4 Withdrawals which are notified less than 45 days before the opening date of the
Final Tournament shall entail a fine of 5000$ in addition to the suspension of the
National Association concerned for two editions of the African Youth Champi-
onship (or U-17). Moreover, according to circumstances, and by decision of the
Organising Committee, the Association which withdraws may be ordered to pay
any expenses already incurred for its team, on the understanding that it would
participate in the Final Tournament, also to make compensation for any possi-
ble losses. 

5 The same shall apply if the withdrawal is announced during the period of the
Final Competition, when the fine shall be increased to 10000$ (Ten Thousand US
Dollars). Moreover, the Association concerned shall forfeit its share in the prof-
its realized from the receipts. In addition, the Organising Committee may order
the withdrawing Association to make compensation for any possible losses.

6 The Organising Committee will take whatever action is necessary in cases of
force majeure.

V. Withdrawals

Article 15

1 a) If for any reason whatsoever, a team withdraws from the Competition or does
not report for a match-except in cases of force majeure accepted by the
Organising Committee-or if it refuses to play or leaves the ground before the
regular end of the match without the authorization of the referee, it shall be
considered loser and shall be eliminated for good from the Competition. The
same shall apply for the teams which were declared disqualified by decision
of CAF.

b) A team which will not be present on the ground, dressed to play at the time
fixed for kick-off or at most 15 minutes later, shall forfeit  the match.
The referee shall register the absence of the team and shall write it in his
report. The final decision in this respect shall be taken by the Organising
Committee.

c) The guilty team under the terms of paras a & b will be eliminated for good
from the competition. This team will lose its matches by 2 goals to nil unless
the opponent has scored a more advantageous result at the moment when the
match was interrupted, in this case this score will be maintained.

Further measures may be adopted by the Organising Committee.
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2 If an Association withdraws during the Preliminary Tournament, the  opposing
team which it was scheduled to meet is qualified for the next round.

3 If an Association withdraws after having been qualified for the Final Tournament
but before its actual start, it shall be replaced by the last team it has eliminat-
ed. In default, the group to which belongs the forfeiting team shall be composed
of three teams only.

4 An Association which withdraws after the actual beginning of the Final Tourna-
ment, without playing all the matches of its group, shall be considered loser of
all the remaining matches it was scheduled to play by two goals to nil.

5 A team which withdraws after having reached the semi-finals, shall be replaced
by the team which classified next of its group.

6 A finalist team which refuses to play the final match shall be replaced by the
team which it has eliminated in the semi-finals. The other losing semi-finalist
shall be declared the third of the competition.

Article 16

A National Association having been entrusted with the organisation of the Final
Tournament of the African Youth Championship desisting from hosting the Final
Tournament shall be subject to a fine fixed according to the following scale, in addi-
tion to further disciplinary sanctions:

1. Withdrawal notified three years before the date of the Final Tournament:
Fine US$ 2000.

2 Withdrawal notified two years before the date of the Final Tournament: Fine
US$ 3000.

3 Withdrawal notified less than two years before the date of the Final Tourna-
ment: Fine US$ 5000

4 Withdrawal notified less than six months before the date of the Final Tour-
nament: Fine US$ 6000

Moreover, the Association concerned shall be ordered to make compensation for
all the moral and financial prejudices caused to CAF and to the participating Asso-
ciations.

VI. The Organising and Disciplinary Committee

Article 17

The Organising Committee is entrusted with the organisation of the African Youth &
U-17 Championships.

Article 18

The Organising Committee is competent for:
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1 Preliminary and Final Tournaments:
a) Taking all the  disciplinary measures, inflicting fines and imposing the penal-

ties provided for in the present Rules and in the CAF Statutes.
b) Replacing, in conformity with the Rules of the Competition, the Associations

declaring their withdrawals.
c) Taking decisions on protests  raised  as per the provisions of Chapter VII. In

case any member is directly interested in a complaint under examination, he
must abstain from the discussion of the case and the voting on the decision.
The decisions of the Committee shall be based on the written reports of the
referee, the neutral assistant referees, and/or the official match commis-
sioner.

d) Taking decisions in cases of force majeure.
e) Designating Commissioners.

2 Preliminary Tournament:
a) Elaborating the fixtures in accordance with the provisions of Articles 4 and 7.
b) Fixing the dates and venues of the matches.
c) Taking decisions regarding the financial and other conditions if the concerned

Associations fail to come to an agreement (Art. 7 para 4)

3 Final Tournament:
a) Attending, in collaboration with the Organising Association, to all the

preparatory work of the Final Tournament.
b) Fixing, after having learnt the views of the Organising Association, the dates,

the time of kick-off, and the venue of the matches.
c) Carrying out drawing of lots, and taking all the necessary decisions for the

enforcement of the provisions of Article 11.

4 Emergency Cases:
In emergency cases, the Organising Committee may take decisions by corre-
spondence.

VII. Protests, Appeals, Rights

A. Protests

Article 19

A protest against the qualification of the players who take part  in the matches of
the Preliminary Tournament must be made according to the following course:

1 It must be preceded by a nominal and motivated protest formulated on the
proper form, before the match, by the captain of the protesting  team and com-
municated to the captain of the opposing team who will countersign it. In this
case, the referee must inform the Secretariat by fax, cable or telex immediate-
ly after the match.
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2 It must be confirmed by a registered letter, by telex, by a cable or by fax, sent
to the CAF Secretariat at most 48 hours after the match.

3 The protest fees are fixed at $1200 (One Thousand Two Hundred US Dollars)
which will be returned to the protesting team if the protest is upheld.

4 If a national association requests, for players whose qualification is contested
to be  confronted, this association will have to bear the whole expenses incurred
for the transport, the sojourn of the players and the officials accompanying
them unless its claim is accepted  and in this case the expenses will be borne by
the association guilty of fraud.

Article 20

1 Other protests are to be communicated to the General Secretary of the Confed-
eration within the 48 hours which follow the match by telegram, telex or fax. A
detailed confirmation by registered letter, telex or fax message must reach CAF
Secretariat five clear days from the date of the match at the latest, the postal
stamp of Cairo will bear witness.

2 A deposit of $600 (Six Hundred US Dollars) shall be  paid by the protesting team
before the protest can be considered. This sum will be refunded if the protest
is upheld.

3 The decisions taken by the referee on the ground during the match on matters
of fact shall not be subject to protests.

Article 21

1 Protests against the qualification of players taking part in the matches of the
Final Tournament must reach the concerned Organising Commission at least one
day before each match of the Final Tournament.

2 Other protests in connection with the matches of the Final Tournament must be
made in writing and delivered three hours at the latest after the end of the
match to the General Secretary of the Confederation or to the Commissioner of
the match.

3 After the proclamation of the team winning the Cup, no protest shall be con-
sidered.

B. Appeals

Article 22

1 An appeal can be  addressed to the Appeals Committee against the decisions
taken by the Organising Committee but not against those stipulated as final.

2 The right of appeal is fixed at  $ 3000 (Three Thousand US Dollars) which will be
returned to the Association concerned if the appeal is upheld.
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3 The appeal must reach CAF Secretariat by fax, telegram or telex within the
three days following the dispatch by fax, telegram or telex of the decision of the
Organising Committee.

4 For the Final Tournament, the appeal must reach the Appeal Committee after 3
hours at the latest from the receipt of the decision.

5 The appeal shall have no delaying effect except in financial matters and for
fines.

VIII. Fraud

Article 23

1 If in the three months following every match played within the frame of this
Competition, CAF is informed no matter what the source may be, that a fraud
infringing the sporting morality was committed by one of the teams, an enquiry
will be conducted immediately. In case the assertion is proved, the National
Association of the guilty team will be suspended for three years from all the age
category Competitions organised by CAF, at the level of National teams.

2 For any deliberate intention to foul (cheating) by falsifying the dates of birth;
the defaulting association will be suspended for 2 years from all CAF competi-
tions including the African Cup of Nations.

3 For any administrative error in registering or declaring dates of birth without
intention of cheating, the defaulting association will be suspended for 2 years
from all age category competitions organised by CAF.

IX. Substitution of Players

Article 24

Substitutions up to a maximum of three per team, are permitted at anytime during
a match. A substituted player can no longer take part in the match. Before the start
of the game the referee shall be notified of the names of seven players of whom
three may be called upon to play as substitutes.

X. Qualification of Players

Article 25

Only the players born on the 1st of January 1987 or after this date can take part in
the African Youth Championship.
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Article 26

The team of a National Association shall be formed of players who are nationals of
the country and who are selected in conformity with the provisions of Article 18
paras. 1,2 and 3 of FIFA Regulations.

Article 27

Each player must possess a passport containing a photograph and giving full partic-
ulars on the date of birth (day, month, year).
A player who does not possess a passport issued by the competent authorities shall
not be allowed to take part in the Championship.

Article 28

When a player declared junior has participated or participates in CAF inter-clubs
competitions:

a) He is not qualified to play in the youth championship if the birth date men-
tioned on his license is different than the one inscribed in his passport.

b) He is not qualified to play in the youth championship if his complete birth date
(day, month, year) is not mentioned in the license deposited at CAF.

Article 29

A team which will have committed a fraud on the identity of player or which will
have allowed a suspended or a non qualified player to take part in a match, shall
lose the match and shall be completely eliminated from the competition as soon as
the incriminating facts are clearly established by CAF Organising Committee.

Article 30

1 Every National Association must send to CAF General Secretariat as well as to
every Association it is scheduled to meet, a list of a maximum of 22 players indi-
cating their names in full, and their birth dates certified by the competent
national authority, and this, ten days before every match. A fine of 200$ per
match will be imposed upon all federations which do not conform to this arti-
cle.

2 A team which takes part in competitions involving age categories is compelled
to deposit a complete list of its players with their exact date of birth (day,
month, year), this list will be remitted to the match commissioner and the
match referee at the pre-match technical meeting. Defaulting teams will be
subject to sanctions.
This list of 18 players shall contain the players who appear on the original list
previously sent 10 days before the date of the match.
The match commissioner and the referees are compelled to prevent from taking
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part in the match any player whose name is on the list but does not meet the
qualification norms stipulated for in the regulations of the competition without
prejudice to other sanctions. CAF reserves the right to punish any defaulting
party.

Article 31

A team which will use a player who does not meet the necessary conditions will be
considered loser and will be eliminated from the Championship, even in the absence
of a protest lodged by its opponent.

Final Tournament

Article 32

a) Sixty days before the first match of the Final Tournament, the postal stamp
of Cairo being taken as evidence, each of the Finalist National Associations
must send by registered air mail to the CAF Secretariat and to the other final-
ist teams, a list of a maximum of 40 players, indicating their names, their
first names, their complete Date of Birth certified by the competent  nation-
al authority as well as the name of the club to which the player belongs. The
violation of this stipulation will entail the payment of 1200$ by the violating
Association.

b) Ten days before the opening match of the Final Tournament, a list of a max-
imum of 18 players, who must be chosen from the above-mentioned list of 40,
should reach the Secretariat as well as the other finalist teams. The violation
of this stipulation will entail the payment of $ 3000 (Three Thousand US. Dol-
lars) by the violating Association.

No change can be introduced in the list of 18 players except in cases of force
majeure recognized as such by the Organising Committee.

Article 33

Every National Association may, at its own discretion, modify the formation of its
team between one match and another, even in cases of matches to be replayed,
provided that only the players appearing on the announced list and qualified under
these regulations are used.

Article 34

1 For the Preliminary Tournament, a player who receives two cautions shall be
automatically suspended from playing the following match.  This automatic sus-
pension shall be communicated by the Secretariat to the Associations con-
cerned.

2 The cautions received during the matches of the Preliminary Tournament shall
not be taken into account for the matches of the Final Tournament.
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At the end of the first phase of the final tournament (group matches), all cau-
tions received shall be cancelled for the rest of the competition. Nevertheless,
a player having collected two yellow cards will sustain the one match suspen-
sion.

3 For the Final Tournament, a player who receives two cautions shall be automat-
ically suspended from playing the subsequent match of his team.

4 A player expelled from the field by the referee in two matches of the Prelimi-
nary competition is automatically suspended for the remaining matches of the
preliminaries, without prejudice to other sanctions the Organising Committee
might impose upon him subsequently.  Nevertheless, this player is qualified for
the final tournament in case of the qualification of his team, subject to the dis-
positions of article 28 para 6.

5 A player expelled from the field by the referee is automatically suspended from
playing the subsequent match of the same Competition, without prejudice to
other sanctions the Organising Committee might impose upon him subsequently. 

6 A player expelled from the field by the referee in two matches of the Final Com-
petition is automatically suspended from all the matches his team is due to play
up to the end of the Competition, without prejudice to other sanctions the
Organising Committee might impose upon him subsequently.

7 If a referee reports a player whose behaviour has caused the interruption of the
match, the player involved shall be automatically suspended from playing the
subsequent match of the same Competition, without prejudice to other sanc-
tions the Organising Committee might impose on him subsequently.

8 The suspension of a player for more than one match shall be applicable to the
matches of this competition or extended to the matches of any other competi-
tion organised by CAF and involving the senior representative national teams.

9 In case of serious violations, the guilty player may be suspended not only from
the same competition, but from all competitions organised by CAF.

10 Between two sessions of the Organising Committee, the General Secretary, in
consultation with the President of CAF, is empowered to apply disciplinary mea-
sures on all incidents registered on the official match reports, before, during or
after the match, and this  in  conformity with the regulations of the competi-
tions and FIFA Memorandum on disciplinary measures.

11 Before each match, CAF Secretariat shall communicate to the appointed match
commissioners and referees, the name(s) of the suspended players.
In this case, the player(s) shall be prohibited from taking part in the match. This
prohibition shall be declared by the CAF match officials. Defaulting officials
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shall be punished by CAF.

12 If a team fields an unqualified player and if the competition is still being played
according to the group system, this team shall lose the match by six goals to zero.

Article 35

A team which allows a non-qualified or a suspended player to take part in a match
shall lose the match and shall be eliminated from the Competition, even in the
absence of protests.

XI. Doping

Article 36

1 Doping is the use of substances which could have the effect of artificially
improving the player's physical and/or mental condition and so augmenting arti-
ficially his athletic performance.

2 Doping is strictly forbidden by CAF.

3 The use of doping substances shall be severely punished and the Organising Com-
mittee has the right to carry out Anti-Doping control at any time.

XII. Colours of Shorts, Shirts and Numbering

Article 37

Each team shall wear the colours of its country. When, in the opinion of the refer-
ee, the colours of the two opposing teams might lead to confusion, the  visiting
team must change its jerseys. If the match is played in a neutral country, a draw
shall be made to determine the team having to change its jerseys.
Every team shall have a spare outfit available, other than its official colours.

Article 38

1 The shirts of the players must be numbered from 1 to 18 for the preliminary
round and for the Final Tournament. Publicity on the players' outfits is not per-
mitted during the matches of CAF played at the level of the national teams. Ref-
erees and Commissioners must see to it that this provision is observed and if
need be, prevent the playing of the match.

2 The players shall wear number on their jerseys (Height: 25 cms.)

3 In the Final Tournament, the number to be worn by a player shall be  the same
as stated in the official list of the (18 ) eighteen players and this for the whole
duration of the Tournament. 
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4 For the final competition, the name of each player must be written on the back
of his shirt, above his number.

XIII. Publicity in the Stadia

Article 39

Publicity for tobacco and alcohol is permitted on the occasion of all the matches
organised within the framework of CAF competitions, preliminaries and finals, pro-
vided that such publicity is allowed by the laws of the country in which the match
is being played.

XIV. National Anthems - Colours of Flags 
and Prohibited Manifestations 

Article 40 

I In the Preliminary Competition every travelling team must carry with it the tape
of its National Anthem and the flag of its country .

2 In the Final Competition, sixty days before the opening date of the Final Tour-
nament, the National Anthems and the colours of the flags of the finalist coun-
tries must be sent to the Organising Country. A letter indicating the dispatch of
these documents to the Organising Country must be sent to the CAF Secretari-
at. 

3 During the Final Tournament of the Competition, one week before and two days
after, no meetings and no religious or political demonstrations can be held in the
stadia reserved for the competition, the training fields nor the places reserved
for the accommodation of the officials, referees and competitors. Slogans offen-
sive to other countries, political or religious convictions are not permitted in the
stadia, the accommodation places of officials and competitors. They shall not
be allowed also in the program of match transmission on radio or television. 

XV. Referees and Assistant referees 

Article 41 

Referees and Assistant referees must be on the list of international Referees and
Linesmen established by FIFA Referees Committee 

Preliminary Tournament 

Article 42 

1 The Referees' Committee designates the neutral Associations which shall dele-
gate one referee and two asistant referees to officiate the match. 
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The procedure of the designation of the referees and assistant referees by the
Referees Committee of  CAF will be as follows:

- The matches of CAF will be officiated by a referee whose name is on the
International referees list of FIFA. He will be assisted by two international
assistant referees whose names must be included on the FIFA list of Interna-
tional assistant referees.

- The reserve referee will be an assistant referee from the list of Internation-
al assistant referees of the host country.

- If in case of force majeure, the central referee is to be substituted, he will
be replaced by the first assistant referee.  The 2nd assistant referee will
become the 1st assistant referee and the reserve referee will become the 2nd
assistant referee.  In this particular case, the host federation will designate,
if possible, an assistant referee from its list of International assistant refer-
ees to officiate as a reserve referee for the match.

2 The  National Association which organises a match shall inform the appointed
match referees and assistant referees of the venue, date and kick-off time of
the match, within the delays stipulated for in the regulations.  It will organise
the trip of the appointed match referees and assistant referees, as well as their
stay in the country. It shall also put at their disposal a car for their local trans-
portation. This car must be provided by the host association to the match offi-
cials from the day of their arrival until the day of their departure.  
It will make sure that the endorsable PTAs sent reach the officials of the match
14 days at least before the match.
Nevertheless, the match referees and assistant referees are obliged to use the
PTAs which the organising association has sent to them. The match referees and
assistant referees are in no case allowed to purchase their own air-plane tickets
and ask the organising association for a refund on the spot.
If, the PTAs are sent on time by the host association and the designated refer-
ees fail to travel, a fine will be imposed upon the national association to which
the designated referees belong.
Any association which sends PTAs must inform in time the  Association of the
designated referees of the sending of the PTA.

3 In the absence of the designated referees, the visiting team must remain in the
venue of the match up to 72 hours as from the hour scheduled for the kick off.
In such a case the host association has to provide through a neighboring neutral
association, the arrival of international referees, to allow the match to take
place within these 72 hours.

4 If within this prorogation, both the referees initially designated and those of the
neighboring association fail to arrive at the venue of the match and if the visiting
team is accompanied by an international referee, the latter shall officiate with
the assistance of two assistant referees registered on the FIFA list of Internation-
al assistant referees and designated by the host association which will also desig-
nate a reserve assistant referee from its list of International assistant referees.
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5 If the visiting team consents, the match may be played at the hour initially
scheduled or before the end of the 72 hours with the officiating of local inter-
national referees and international assistant referees designated by the host
association.

6 In case the appointed referees and commissioners are both absent, and if the
visiting team is accompanied by an international referee, the latter will offici-
ate the match at the fixed date. He will be assisted by 2 assistant referees and
a reserve referee registered on the FIFA list of Referees and assistant referees
and belonging to the host association.
If the visiting team is not accompanied by an international referee, the provi-
sions of Art. 42.3 shall be applied and CAF informed.
Any international or national referee accompanying a visiting team, shall refrai
from penetrating in the field of play or the dressing rooms of the players,
before, during or after the game. He should follow the game from the VIP tri-
bune and refrain from interfering at any time in the smooth running of the
game. In default, he will be severely sanctioned.  

7 The new expenses incurred in cases of extension of stay of the visiting team at
the venue of the match following the absence or late arrival of the referees,
shall be borne by the host association.

8 If after the playing of the match in the conditions referred to in Art. 42, it is
established that the absence of the designated referees was the fault of the host
association, the host team shall be declared loser by 2 to zero and shall be elim-
inated from the competition, irrespective of the result obtained on the field.

9 If the designated referee is absent or becomes unfit before or during a match,
he shall be replaced by the first assistant referee designated beforehand by his
own national association.  In this case, the reserve assistant referee will be used
as second assistant referee and the host association will provide an internation-
al assistant referee as a reserve assistant referee.

10 A national association which substitutes the referees or assistant referees des-
ignated by CAF, except for the cases mentioned in Art. 42 shall be considered
loser.

Article 43 

Final Tournament 
1 The referee and assistant referees shall be designated by the Referees' Commit-

tee, by name. They shall be chosen from among the referees and assistant ref-
erees registered on the FIFA List.

2 The Association whose referees were chosen for the Final Tournament must con-
firm the availability of their referees to the CAF Secretariat by registered letter
30 days at the latest before the date scheduled for the first match of the Final
Tournament.
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In default of such a confirmation, the Referees'  Committee shall automatically
provide for their replacement. 

Article 44 

Preliminary and Final Tournaments
1 After every match the referee must fill in an official report and send it within

48 hours by registered air mail to the Secretariat of the Confederation (Prelim-
inary tournament), or hand it over immediately, before leaving the field at the
end of the match to the appointed commissioner (Final  Tournament). Copy of
the same report is to be dispatched within 48 hours by registered air mail to FIFA
Secretariat (Zurich). The blue forms of CAF shall be used for this purpose. 

2 The referees must send to CAF Secretariat in addition to their blue report, the
list of the main and substitute players as they appear on the match form. They
shall also notify CAF in case a protest was registered on the match sheet. 
They should also inform CAF Secretariat by the most expeditious means, of all
the incidents which occurred during the match (cautions and expulsions).

XVI. Financial Regulations 

Article 45  

1 In the preliminary Tournament matches, an agreement shall be made between
the Association concerned for the sharing of the expenses and the revenues. In
case of disagreement, the visiting Association shall assume the travel expenses
of its delegation. The Host Association shall assume the local transportation of
the visiting team as well as its accommodation expenses (under the conditions
of Article 7 paras 4 b and c) three days before the match and two days after, at
most. The receiving Association will keep the gate receipts of the match.

2 For the matches of the Preliminary Round, the host Federations shall transfer 4%
from the gross receipt (after deduction of state taxes, provincial or municipal if
actually paid and with a maximum of 30%) in favour of CAF Technical Develop-
ment Fund with a minimum of 200$.

3 If the match officials (commissioner and/or referees) go back home after the
match without being paid the total amounts of their dues as per CAF regulations,
a fine equivalent to double the amount involved shall be imposed upon the Asso-
ciation at fault.

4 If one or several  match officials (commissioner, referee or assistant referee) live
in cities other than the capital cities of their own countries, the Association
Organising the match shall pay their travel expenses by plane (if the distance is
more than two hundred kms) or by car; from their home city to the capital city
and back.
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Article 46 

1 In the Final Tournament the receipts shall consist of the gate receipts of all the
official matches and of the fees received for publicity inside and outside the sta-
dia during the whole period of the Tournament.

2 The Television and Broadcasting rights on the one hand and the revenues from
publicity inside and outside the stadium, as well as the exploitation of the sym-
bol, on the other hand, shall be subject to a separate contract negotiated
between CAF and the various specialized agencies for one or more successive
editions. However, CAF can give up its right to the Organising country in order
to cover a part of the expenses of the organisation of the final tournament.

3 The Organising Associations shall see to it that the commitments taken by CAF
in the contracts signed with the specialized agencies are fully observed on their
territories. The Organising Associations must present the consent of its Govern-
ment in this respect. The Organising Associations are bound to facilitate the task
of the specialized agencies all through the Tournament.

4 The Television and Broadcasting Rights as well as the revenues from publicity
and symbol exploitation belong exclusively to CAF and shall be distributed as fol-
lows:
30% to CAF
20% to the Technical Development fund.
30% to the 8 finalist countries.
20% to the Organising country.

5 The Organising Association shall put at the disposal of CAF free of charge:
a. the stadia where the matches shall be played, empty of publicity, eight days

before the beginning of the tournament, during the tournament and five days
after the end of the tournament.

b. all the necessary installations, the international signal and sound towards the
satellite (up-link), as well as the technical personnel capable of transmitting
the matches live and regularly. In return, the Organising country shall be
allowed to transmit live all the matches inside its territory, free of charge.

6 The Organising Association shall see to it that the commitments taken by CAF as
indicated in the contracts concluded between the Confederation and the agen-
cies are fully observed in its territory.

7 The symbol and the mascot of the Final Tournament shall be proposed by the
organising federation. They shall not be given a final recognition until CAF has
approved them.
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Article 47

The National Association organising the Final Tournament shall submit to CAF
Finance Committee - six months before the date of the Final Tournament - the
budget giving the expected expenditure for the organisation of the Tournament
and an estimation of the expected receipts and profits. This budget must be
approved by the Finance Committee.

Article 48

The following expenses are to be deducted from the returns mentioned in arti-
cle 45:

1 State taxes, provincial or municipal if actually paid, and with a maximum of
30%.

2 Percentages due to FIFA after deduction of taxes mentioned in para 1.

3 The expenses of sojourn of the teams of the participating Associations starting
from three days before the first match of every team up till two days after the
last match of the team, exception being made for in case of regular travel ser-
vice, for a maximum of 30 persons per team. 25 persons shall be taken in charge
by the Organising Country and 5 persons shall be paid for by the finalist country.

4 The expenses of travel, sojourn and daily indemnity of $45 (Fourty Five US Dol-
lars) for referees and assistant referees needed for the tournament for a dura-
tion of 20 days.

5 The expenses of accommodation, daily indemnity of 45$ for a maximum of 20
days and a first class air-plane ticket for the President of CAF and the Vice-Pres-
ident member of the Organising Committee.

6 The expenses of travel (economy class) and sojourn as well as a daily indemni-
ty of 45$ for a maximum of 20 days for:

a) The members of CAF Organising Committee
b) The General Secretary and his Assistant
c) A representative of CAF Referee's Committee
d) The general coordinators
7 5% of the gross returns after deduction of the taxes mentioned in para 1 to the
account of CAF.
8 5% of the gross returns after deduction of the taxes mentioned in para 1 to the
Organising Federation for the expenses of organisation (control, police, tickets,
publicity, advertising, staff, etc...)

9 Reserves are made as to cases of exceptional expenses which are to be definitely
decided by the Executive Committee.
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Article 49

After deduction of all the expenditures specified in Article 48, any possible surplus
of returns is to be shared as follows:

15% to the Confederation Africaine de Football
50% to the Organising Association
35% to the Associations participating in the Final Tournament, with the exclusion

of the Organising Association.

Article 50

In case the returns referred to in Art. 46 of these rules do not suffice to cover the
expenses specified in Article 48, the deficit shall be paid by the Organising Associ-
ation.

Article 51

The Organising Association must communicate to the finalist Associations and to the
General Secretariat, an extract of the Statement of Account within two months at
the latest as from the date of the Final Match.

Article 52

1 The payments provided for in these Rules must be made at the official rates of
exchange on the day in which they are made, without restrictions or special
taxes.

2 Endorsable air passage tickets for officials must be issued by the Organising
Association and sent to them along with the invitation, at least 15 days before
the start of the Final Tournament.

Article 53

1 The National Associations are requested to make sure that the percentages due
to CAF on the match receipts stipulated for in Art. 45 reach CAF within the 90
days following the date of the  match. Defaulting associations shall have to pay
a fine of $12 per day for each day of delay.

2 90 days after the delay stipulated for in para (1) shall entail the suspension of
the defaulting association from all CAF activities. This suspension will be auto-
matically lifted as soon as the concerned association settles its dues and fines
to CAF.

Article 54
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Any conflict relating to the settlement of accounts will be decided by the Executive
Committee whose decision will be final.

XVII. Miscellaneous

Article 55

A Member Association proposing its country as the venue for organising a competi-
tion of CAF or for holding a meeting of CAF shall give the assurance of its Govern-
ment, in writing:

a) That all members of CAF and of member associations shall be granted entry
visas and certificates of registration for the whole duration of the event.

b) That the Statutes and Rules of CAF shall be observed, particularly the finan-
cial regulations.

c) That the engagements which were formally taken by the National Association
concerned shall be considered as approved and accepted by its government.

Article 56

National Associations taking part in the African Youth & U-17 Championships (Pre-
liminary and Final Tournament) undertake formally to fully observe the Regulations
and the decisions of CAF Organising and Disciplinary Committee, Referees Commit-
tee, Appeals Committee and Executive Committee and to comply with them unre-
servedly.

XVIII. Matters not provided for

Article 57

Matters not provided for under the present regulations shall be decided by the
Organising Committee.

XIX. Adoption of the Rules

Article 58

These regulations have been adopted by CAF Organising Committee and come into
force starting from April 2004 .

I
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THE AFRICAN U-17 CHAMPIONSHIP

The African U-17 Championship will be played according to the same Regulations of
the African Youth Championship except for the following modifications:

1. Title - Trophy

Article 1.

1 CAF organises every two years a competition called "The African U-17 Champi-
onship" open to the under seventeen representative teams of African Associa-
tions affiliated to CAF, one team per Association.

2 The African U-17 Championship is at the same time a qualifying tournament  for
the Final Round of the World U-17 Championship organised by FIFA. 

3 The winner of the Championship will be awarded the  “African U-17 Cup”. The
trophy is the property of CAF and it shall be held by the National Association
winning the Championship. It shall be returned to CAF two months before the
opening date of the following final tournament. The team which will have won
the Championship three times will be given the trophy for keeps.

Article 12

2 The losers of the semi-finals shall play a match for the third place; this match
shall be played in accordance with the criteria and under the conditions pre-
vailing for the semi-finals.

IV. Withdrawals, Penalty for Refusal to Play, Replacement 

Article 14

1 Replace 500$ by 300$
2 Replace 1000$ by 600$
3 Replace 2000$ by 900$
4 Replace 5000$ by 3600$
5 Replace 10000$ by 6000$

X. Qualification of Players

Article 25

Only the players born on the 1st of January 1990 or after this date can take part in
the African U-17 Championship.

Article 34

1 For the Preliminary Tournament, a player who receives three cautions shall be
automatically suspended from playing the following match.  This automatic sus-
pension shall be communicated by the Secretariat to the Associations con-
cerned.
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